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The purpose of this project is to understand the changing forms and functions of English in Asia, especially in
those countries in which it is neither an official language nor a widespread lingua franca. Two major changes seem
to be ongoing in those countries. First, English is spreading beyond higher education and penetrating further into
domains hitherto available only to major local languages. Second, local varieties of English are developing in those
locations; and unlike in those countries in which English has traditionally played an official role, American English is
a major source of influence. The project aims to chronicle these changes in such locations as Cambodia,
Indonesia, Taiwan, Thailand, etc. Taiwan is particularly an interesting example as its government is executing the
Bilingual Nation 2030 policy. Having experienced dominance by external languages such as Japanese and
Mandarin, it accords a heightened status to English in many domains, notably, in elementary and secondary
education. The model, which is akin to Content-Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), can be called Mandarin
Plus, in which important content knowledge is still conveyed in Mandarin, while English plays an increased role in
educational interactions. Potential implications of these trends for English language education in Japan include
revision of a target model in classrooms, which has been dominated thus far by an Anglo-American model, and the
adoption of CLIL and English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) approaches in university classrooms.
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My research project will be published in the forthcoming edited collection, “20 Years of the Dynamic Model: New

Perspectives and Challenges in World Englishes” (Edinburgh University Press, 2023). The Dynamic Model is a
sociolinguistic toolkit that describes the evolution of postcolonial Englishes around the world. In this research
project, | focus on the development of Philippine English in the context of labor migration and mobility. | also
demonstrate how the study of deterritorialized Philippine English provides important insights into the development
of Philippine English in a globalizing world. As Filipino migrant workers move across borders, they are taking their
Philippine English varieties and other Philippine languages with them. These resources are appropriated for their
identities and communication. The languages Filipino migrant workers bring with them interact with the languages
used by other speakers in lingua franca situations. Such mobility of languages disturbs the assumption that the
development of Philippine English is fixed in a single geographic place. In this context of mobility, the
unboundedness of Philippine English is explored, and how this may re-configure our understanding of Philippine
English in relation to the Dynamic Model. Two questions were addressed in this project: first, in what ways is
Philippine English used by Filipino migrant workers in Japan? and second, to what extent do Filipino migrant
workers in Japan identify themselves with Philippine English? The project’ s findings caution us against
approaching Philippine English as a language fixed in the Philippines. Rather, Philippine English should be viewed
as a linguistic resource that is performed, enacted, embraced, valued, and contested in multilingual and
transnational contexts.
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The Evolution of
Englishes Source: Buschfeld, S. and A. Kautzsch (2017). Towards an integrated
approach to postcolonial and non-postcolonial Englishes. World Englishes,
The Dynamic Model and beyond 36(1) 104-126.
EDITED BY
Sarah Buschfeld, Thomas Hoffmann,
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My research focuses on the intersection of gender equality, identity, and language. Currently, | am exploring how
gender-neutral language is perceived and used among Japanese university students. | focus on the pronoun called
singular they (ST), which is ‘they’ or any of its related forms used to refer to a single person without stating gender.
The past decade has seen a massive global shift away from generic ‘he’ and ‘he or she’ constructions, and toward
the use of ST. Singular they offers several benefits: it is a simple, concise construction; it helps speakers avoid

problematic gender stereotypes; and it creates a more inclusive society by not assuming a gender binary.

While ST is now endorsed by most major style guides and dictionaries and is the generic pronoun of choice for
inner-circle English speakers, in Asia its use is more varied, influenced by both cultural and linguistic factors. My
research shows that many Japanese students choose ‘he or she’ or even generic ‘he’ to refer to gender-neutral
nouns, potentially causing problems for these students both socially and professionally. This points to the need to
teach singular they and other gender-neutral language in Japan, to give students tools to communicate without
gender bias.
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