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Report of Investigating Officer (Capr J. G. Godwin)
Week ending 16 December 1949

A sworn statement in Japanese characters was obtained from
former Lieutenant Yoshiro Tsuda, formerly second in command
of a forced labour camp on the island of Sado. This POW
Camp was the only one on the island and was based within
the Prefectural District of Aikawa. To compound investig-—
ative difficulties in this inquiry it has been found that
POW Camp 109 at Aikawa was an unlisted labour prison and
of which records appear to have been wilfully destroyed.
The following information was extracted from Tsuda after
three days of close interrogation.

(A) Yoshiro Tsuda though evasive throughout his interrog-
ation, answered most cross-questioning sufficiently help-
ful to enable this investigating officer to piece together
the reason and cause surrounding the disappearance of 387
Allied prisoners-of-war and including the date of their
mass execution.

(B) Tsuda maintains his innocence of complicity in the
formulating of superior orders that was designed by higher
authorities to appear like an accident. Because of the
complexity of this investigation it is deemed best to
recount Tsuda's own version of events leading up to the
disposal of all the POWs.

(C) '"Tsuda's Testimony'. "On the morning of 2 August 1945,
I was ordered by Major Masami Sadakichi the Camp Commandant
to detail the usual working parties at the nearby mine but
with the special instruction to ensure that every prisoner
entered the mine. Usually fifty prisoners remained on the
surface to empty the rakes of laden steel bins into nearby
crushing hoppers. I pointed out this need to Major Sada-
kichi but he dismissed my concern with the comment that

the mine was no longer viable and would be abandoned later
that day. Superior orders decreed that all prisoners-of-war
were to be herded into the deepest point of the mine, some
400 feet. Major Sadakichi further impressed upon me to
ensure the guard detail carried out their duties in normal
manner and not to alarm the prisoners.

I vas further advised by Major Sadakichi that a demolition
detail had set concealed explosive charges inside the mine
and at depths of 200 and 300 feet. This task had been
carried out during the previous night. After the prisoners
had been set to work hewing ore from the marked areas, T
was ordered to instruct Sgt Major Mitsunobu Sakamoto, the
NCO in charge of the guards, to order their discreet retreat
out of the mine. The toiling prisoners were to be left
oblivious to their fate. Between B8-45 and 9-00am on the
morning of the 2 August 1945, all of the guards emerged from
the mine tunnel whereupon a number of wheeled ore-bins were
pushed to the mine's downward entrance and allowed to gather
speed into its depths. At 9-10am and with no further bins
to dispose of, a signal was given to blow-up the mine. I was
watching from a distance of about 100 yards and witnessed a
rush of smoke and dust from the mine's entrance. . While
waiting for the smoke and dust to clear, every available
guard was set to work dismantling the narrow-gauge steel
track and then carrying portions of it into the mine's
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entrance. By 10-30am or thereabouts, all traces of the
steel track had been removed. From what T can recall, the
demolition detail entered the mine to set more explosive
charges just inside its entrance. Tt was while returning
to the prison camp that T heard a loud explosion. Looking
back I saw an avalanche of rock and earth completely cover
where the mine entrance had been.

Knowing that the mine had collapsed in at least three
separate places, I felt certain all the prisoners were
doomed. Upon returning to the camp I immediately reported
to Major Sadakichi that the mine had been destroyed and all
387 POWs entombed in its depths."”

COMMENT: Because of the lateness of the hour this question-
ing was discontinued until the following morning. T feel
moved to observe the correctness of my earlier condemnation
regarding the closing down and withdrawal of British Far-
East War Crimes Tribunals and Investigative Sections who
clearly, had abrogated the responsibility and duty to seek
out crimes such as this. 1948 was too soon and supports my
criticism of trade and restoration of Territories as being
of more importance to Whitehall, than the pursuit of war
crimes and their prosecution. Politics and trade it would
appear, had higher priorities.

EXECUTION OF POWs, ATKAWA, SADO ISLAND. 2 August 1945,

(A) Resumed interrogation of former Lieutenant Yoshiro Tsuda,
the former second in command of Aikawa POW Camp, Sado. Tsuda
was again closely interrogated regarding his suspected
complicity in the formulating of averred 'superior orders'.
He did not deny the Imperial Army Extermination Order of an
earlier date that specifically ordered the disposal of POWs
if the home islands were threatened with invasion or Japan
with military defeat. Sado island is the fifth largest
island in Japan and only a few miles west of Niigata, Honshu.

(B) It was elicited from Tsuda that all of the Aikawa Camp
POWs were European and comprised a mixture of American, Dutch,
Australian and British Servicemen who had been transported to
the island for slave labour from 1942 onwards. Tsuda claimed
that because of the earlier Army Extermination Order he had
no misgivings with repard to the disposal (murder) of such a
large number of prisoners-of-war. Supporting this explanation
Tsuda pointed out that this Imperial Army Order had not been
cancelled so far as Sado island was concerned. Therefore he,
like Major Sadakichi, was merely following superior orders.

(C) Yoshiro Tsuda reluctantly revealed under further close
questioning that following the execution of the POWs and for
the next few days, considerable activity took place in dis-
mantling the POW Camp and removing all signs of its previous
occupancy. Close upon the heels of this atrocity came the
dropping of two atomic bombs on Japan and finally, its total
unconditional surrender. Tsuda avers in his testimony that
immediately following the dropping of the second atomic bomb,
all of Aikawa's camp guards and officers received official
permission to return to their homes and await Army Transfer
Orders. Because of the enormity of this secret atrocity and
with the War Ministry's full knowledge, the Imperial Armed
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Forces Records Section subsequently issued notices purport-
edly stating prior (back-dated) transfers of all of Aikawa's
military personnel to active service in the Kwantung Army.
Deceivingly, officers were posted as missing or killed in
action.

(D) While this investigating officer seeks authority to
proceed with this investigation including an inspection of
Sado island, I have requested Yoshiro Tsuda to pencil a close
sketch of the prison camp's former location and particularly,
the approximate area of the nearby gold mine. In the interim
Tsuda will be held in custody.

A A

cdsteatasasnnns (Capt)

J. G. Gnadwan
Investigating Officer
2nd Aust, War Crimes Sec.
16 December, 1949,

Observation: This deception has endured for well over four
years. I realise that to launch a full investigation will
wean tackling the Japanese Imperial Armed Forces Records Section
where I feel convinced it will be damn near impossible to
unravel the cover-up. Then, there's the task of obtaining
conclusive evidence (the prisoners remains). Tt could take a
very long time with no guarantee of success. Major MacKay
opinions, upon General Willoughby learning of this atrocity
he might well prohibit any further investigation on the
grounds that with Japanese-American reconciliation now the
obvious trend, the time has passed to revive or exacerbate
public feeling on such evil.
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Observation: This deception has endured for well over four
years. I realise that to launch a full investigation will
mean tackling the Japanese Imperial Armed Forces Records Section
where I feel convinced it will be damn near impossible to
unravel the cover-up. Then, there's the task of obtaining
conclusive evidence (the prisoners remains). Tt could take a
very long time with no guarantee of success. Major MacKay
opinions, upon General Willoughby learning of this atrocity
he might well prohibit any further investigation on the
grounds that with Japanese-American reconciliation now the
obvious trend, the time has passed to revive or exacerbate
public feeling on such evil.

Ibert Speer (March 7, 2003 :
!ff;JOSLrio:;I; considerang acquiring a new typewriter, Albert. The one I am

using is on its last legs and not worth repairing. I have had ?t for 11 yeaf?.

A new Brother model can be obtained for less than $400 — 00. ‘Mlﬁd you I can't
complain. This existing typewriter has churned out a jot gf 1}terary en?eavour:
jetters and memorandums and including the book 'Betrayal In High Placeg i BUaE
has been good vaiue. From experience I can affirm that Brother typewriters are
quite the best value on the market.
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J. G. Godwan (J. G. GODWIN)

Investigating Officer énK:::igzzigiiziii;:z
2nd Aust, War Crimes Sec. 16 Dec 4g
16 December, 1949,
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Godwin Diary, pp.17-18

Betrayal in High Places, pp. 77-78

I travelled up on train in shorts and shirt, no shoes.
We were very thirsty on train, nothing to drink for
over 15 hours. We were given some biscuits (dry) to
eat and some left overs of tinned fish and meat (very
salty) on train. It was damned embarrassing to be
pushed around on train and station, to be led at
lengths of ropes carrying those Nip's luggage etc.

Once aboard a waiting train and at 2300 hours, they
commenced a journey to Ofuna, a centre near Tokyo.
Wearing thin tropical clothing and accustomed to the
heat of the tropics, the prisoners felt the cool night
air as being akin to being quite cold.

Thirst as ever afflicted them all. Repeated pleas to
stony-faced guards for water was a sheer waste of
time, however, and after fifteen hours, the thirsting
prisoners were given some dry biscuits to eat and
some leftovers of very salty tinned fish. It was
damned embarrassing to be led through the streets of
Kobe with ropes around our necks and handcuffed,
Godwin wrote.

We soon got over it and ignored the Japanese
civilians - what a mouldy, dirty, poverty-stricken
looking bunch of people I have ever seen. The sight
of such creatures in normal times I am certain would
have made me vomit. The guards were not
over-kind in their treatment on train especially when
they found the populace were enjoying.

Hundreds of impassive slant-eyed Japanese stared
at us as though we had come from another planet. A
few spat on us or threw stones. If it was an
expression of hate it was hard to tell. Their features
remained inscrutable. To many of us the densely
crowded streets and the alien environment, created
the impression in our minds that it was we who were
on another planet.

A lasting impression shared by all the prisoners was
the sheer density of people and to the point of being
as prolific as ants. For the small size of the country
it seemed over-populated. Could this partly be the
reason for Japan's war of expansion we wondered
between ourselves? At least it explained Japan's
ability to pour millions of soldiers into its war of
aggression and with the obvious capacity to treble its
Armed Forces from such a vast human resource.
This thought was chilling. Godwin summarised in his
diary though he did in typical fashion, add his
impressions of the population in general and as
follows:

“What a mouldy, dirty, poverty-stricken looking
bunch they appeared. If their Armed Forces were
reasonably well-fed, the civilians didn't look it. Small
of stature and thin, they looked somewhat pitiful in
their mended rags. How could the West fear such
pitiful creatures? Even in my weakened state I
could have mixed it with six of them in unarmed
combat.”
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File 151V

File 151G
151H
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Wae nvegt on o

(Week ending 16 Dec 43)

{Cept J. G. GODWIN)

Erxecutiong of Au eW at MERGUI, Southern BURMA . in mid-194

{Hefer Sgt h.H., WESTONTa Weekly Report dated 9 Dec Y49).
The interrogation of former Capt MIYATRI Siky has not yet been
satisfaetorily completed, Further to Sgt WESTON's previcus report,
the pubject imdividual continues to change and confuse deily his
story pertaining to the escapes and suibesequent executions of PaW at
MERGUL, As reported last weelk, former Capt TOGUROC Fennjchi was called
for re-interrogntion; however, during the peried of his re-szamination,
in the presence of MIYAIRI, it became increasingly obvious that toth

gated in August of this year, TOGORC made several blundering and
asinine attempts to retract and confuse those parts of his sworn
u‘tatemnt that referred to hie former subordinate MITAIRI; however,
when later interrogated alone he pmfssnad. that what he had stated
previcusly was to the best of his memory the truth about the incldents
in question, MIYAIRI, however, still obetinetely perslets that there
was only one execution of escaped Australisn PeW at MERCUI, even
though he clearly recalls that there were two different escapes of
FeW - 2 FeW at the PW Camp in MERGUI town, and 1 FW at the sirfield
FW Camp,

The belief that MITATEL and TOGORD have been in collusion
concerning the subject incidents wae substantiated by the former when
he admitted to having eeen the latter about same on at least 8
different occasions during the past U months, MIYAIRI hae for the
past U days strongly denied baving any connection with the ecarrying
out of the execution of Ptes PELL, DAVEY and SCHUBEET, and has
cesayed to mplicat-s a former ﬁ. of Eo, 3 Platoon of b Coy, 2nd Lt
GOTO, by vaguely recalling that this officer wee the person who
1'91:011'&5. and put into effect the execution order issued, When
closely questioned about the above, MIYAIEI was unable to furnish
satiefactory evidence to substentiate such an allegation, and morecver
was unable to explain the fact that he, as PYW Camp Commandant, wes not
directly connected with such executioms, It le therefore the opinlon
of this Investigating Officer thet MIYAIRI is the most bragen and
etupid liar that he has yet had the displeasure of interrogating.

The interrogation continues,

"OFEHATION FARITSULONGY,

Interrogated former Capt NAKATIMA Tatsugoro, who was originally
the O.C. of M/G Coy of 2 Bn, 5 Inf Regt of EONOE Div at the time of
the Melayan Cempalign, N.aﬂ.,ll-!.ﬂ. admitted to having participated in
battle operations against Australlan and Indian forces in and around
the HAKRI and FARITSULONG areas during the period from 1B Jan until
22 Jan 42, Hie memory concerning suck was axtramely accurate and
although claiming to have not seen any captured Australian and Indian
soldiers at PARITSULONG, he did recall seeing memters of 2 Bn guarding
a mtivawatyle building on the right hand elde of the road near the
approach te PARITSULONG Bridge, At the time he saw the above he heard

v
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that the salid building contained many Australian PeW taken during the

battle for. PARITSULONG, During the engagement at EENGIT (26 & 27 Jan

42) he heard on divers occasions rumours to the effect that the

Aunsiralian prisoners of war he had Eraviuusly heard atout at PARITSULOR

R R Dy i ek B S
av on which _qgﬁfmcﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁfifthﬁt area, & .

In addition, he aleo heard that Lt FUJITA Seizabure of Bn HQ, and
2nd Lt SAKAFWAKURA and platoon (Ba Arty Platoon] were the personnel who
bad been left behind to guard the said PsW, and also that such
pereonnel, under the overall command of FUJITA, od been responsible
for carrying out the said massacre, HAEAJIMA was able to recall the
ranks and names of two former NCO'sm of the Bn Arty Flatoon, namely
WoO, CERSHI apd Sgt AGUIU, requests for the interrogation of whom have

already been initiated,

,’ r-ﬁ%.ﬂﬂpt

(J. G. GODWLN)
Investigating Officer
2 Aust War Crimes Sec

16 Dec Ly
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Endorsement of James MacKay by Congressman Robert Dornan. (MacKay private
papers)
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A new book by James MacKay (he woote another "must reading™ boak, “The Allled Japanere Conspiracy™) will be
available in June. His new blockbuster is entitled “Betraral fin High Places™. Tt lists all the Japansss War Criminals, what
they did and wivo and where they are teday. The publication of this book will greatly help in our legal claim agninst the
Japanesz Government. All members should buy a copy, read it then danate it to your local library,
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The book is being published in Australia but we are irying to find & U5, publisher since this is the biggest book market in
the warld, The book is s0 embarrassing 1o some prominent Japaness government and business leaders (since they are
mentioned in the boek) that nitemple have been made to slop the boak's publication. Ses the news artizle belows

Tt eralmg Part Do Frbesane ML 1PN

War Crimes Author Alleges Bribes

Thie author of £ pew
bock da Japasiers war erimes
saye ha was offered 5100000
w0t 10 publish,

James MacKey, of
Ancklund, suid he was called
three times lats st year by o
s oiTeving bribes. The firsi
tinbe he wat offered 550,000
and the pecand lisne 5100000
= anoffer whith was repesied
in & Wkind call on Christmm
meming.

M. MisKay 1
the bask, ferrayal in High
Places, po be poblished in
Huby, i based on wilen chest of
mieriil colioeied in Jipan by
James Oodwin, & Mew
Tealand officer who perved g
B war crimes invesligiios in
Jopan immedisicly after the
war,

M Gedwin, wha
died i Avetralis Reer year,
warked in Tokjo with the
Alled  Powen  Supeme
Command in Tokye ender
Genern] Douplas Msed whur.

AMer g inviz] Ty
of peoircutions the ffon

tiled ofTand in 1950 when
the ordet chme 19 Ctage
isvestigations and  degtroy
fler. Codwin was 10 sngry
he sigle them,

Cedwin, » lormer
privoner of war in Juva snd
Inpan, felt betruyed that so
mamy of Japan's mijor war
criminalt woukd npot be

peodeculed.
Tho clangifNed
maferial he hook was fiored In

u tien cheesd bn Hapher omtll bis
death  becauie be  feaced
pressevtten I he  ever
revealed what he lonpw.

Mr. MecKay nld
Capisin  Codwin's papers
included 0 previously
unrecorded  mirocky  whees
JET Allied pricosers wees
eniambed jn a ming oa the
itland af Sado in August
1945, fowr dayt kafore the
sorric bomb was diopped o6
Hirgghima.

He expecicd that the
book would have & major
impact on clabing lodped: by
victiens of Japanere war

crimves, Their claims are mow
geing through courls @a
Tolyo wsd before the Unised
Malions  Human  Righty
Comminken where former
POWe  are  claiming
povernments ilkegally signed
wway  thtir  rightt o
compenidion  when  they
shgned the peace reaty with
Jigen.

———reer—m———
Important E-malliebb
ﬂﬂﬂ!’lllﬂ
Dr. Jay Hill:

J

Fraderick Hogarth:

Gregg Redriques (ADBCY:
shamand St neteaen
Richard Rongstad:
Vikingpubgaal. com

PG Chang:
pchangi@ades 13 vead edy
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Internee Affairs s e
officlal newsieier of the
Cenfer for infernen Rights,
In=, B rof-profil
exempl, charilakle
cofporstion. RS @ 77-
0313307, 501(a) mnd 504
(CX3) of he IRS Ceda
Permisgion
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nof-mambers in
HNorh Americs s :
Al other proas US330.

Boach, FL 33140, USk
Telb (108) 864-2550
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